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Introduction 

No  two  leaves  on  a  tree  are  exactly  alike,  much  less 
two  members,  even  of  the  same  family,  are  alike  in  their 
experiences  on  their  pilgrimage  through  this  life.  If 
every  Buhrer  deceased,  had,  prior  to  his  departure, 
written  his  own  biography,  these  would  be  as  manifold 
as  their  nund^er.  Mysterious  are  the  paths  each  one 
of  us  travels  in  this  life  through  joy  and  sadness,  light 
and  darkness. 

This  family  history  is  written  in  compliance  with  a 
recpiest.  When  the  writer  in  the  summer  of  1901)  for 
tlie  first  time  attended  the  Buhrer-family  Reunion,  in 
Archbold,  Ohio,  where  he  made  an  address,  several 
members  urged  that  a  family  history  be  compiled.  A 
resolution  was  carried  to  the  effect,  and  the  writer  was 
challenged  to  shoulder  the  task.  After  some  delibera- 
tion and  much  hesitancy  he  consented.  He  then  ob- 
tained the  consent  of  his  mind  to  superintend  the  ef- 
forts of  those  who  consented  to  aid  him.  We  had  no 
idea  of  the  gravity  of  the  responsibility.  There  were 
no  "J"  or  "P"  or  any  other  original  documents  known. 
This  was  the  first  effort  at  a  chronicle  of  this  family. 
After  six  years  of  persistent  and  laborious  correspond- 
ence with  kith  and  kin  in  the  old  and  new  worlds,  suf- 
ficient facts  were  accumulated  for  the  first  draft  sub- 
mitted in  the  German  language.  This  was  circulated 
among  the  older  families,  supplimented,  and  received 
the  cordial  approbation  of  the  reunion  in  1915.  An- 
other resolution  of  the  same  body  to  the  effect  was 
carried  that  this,  together  with  all  possible  additional 
material  pertinent,  be  translated  and  published  in  the 
English   language.     A   publishing   committee   consist- 
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ing  of  five  members,  the  Misses  Sophie  and  Anna, 
Messrs.  J.  S.,  William  and  J.  D.  Buhrer,  was  then  au- 
thorized to  raise  the  necessary  funds,  and  to  proceed 
with  the  publication. 

Special  credit  is  due  to  Miss  Anna  Buhrer,  who  with 
years  of  persistent  and  untiring  efforts  compiled  most 
of  the  genealogical  tables.  The  writer's  influence  at 
the  Swiss  Legation  in  Washington,  D.  C,  gave  him 
access  to  some  valuable  authentic  books  of  the  canton 
of  Schafifhausen,  Switzerland. 

We  realized  that  the  genealogical  sections  are  very 
defective.  It  was  a  colossal  task  to  classify  these 
names  and  families,  and  \vc  must  leave  the  perfecting 
of  them  to  the  editor  of  a  future  edition,  when  some 
families  will  take  more  interest  and  answer  the  com- 
pilers' questions. 

In  the  performance  of  his  task,  it  is  assumed  the 
author  will  be  pardoned  for  any  exhiljition  of  family 
pride.  Self-respect  is  essential  to  human  nobility. 
Self-congratulation  prompted  Mother  Eve  already  to 
say,  "I  have  begotten  a  man  from  the  Lord."  No 
apology  is  necessarv  for  anything  good  indited  in  this 
Inmk  of  the  Buhrer  family.  The  Irishman  conceded 
that  the  best  part  of  his  crop  of  potatoes  was  under 
the  ground,  but  we  claim  that  the  best  of  us  are 
above  the  stars.  We  boast  not  as  descendants  from 
the  loins  of  royalists  that  sat  on  monarchs'  thrones, 
but  higher  still  is  our  origin  ;  rather  children  are  we 
of  those  who  by  grace  have  gone  to  glories  unfading. 

In  memory  of  grateful  recollection  to  our  departed 
do  we  dedicate  this  volume.  Their  souls  are  in  bliss, 
their  bodies  rest  in  Mother  Earth,  but  their  works  still 
live  (perhaps  not  indicated  in  this  book),  for  in  God 
and  Godly  men  do  we  put  our  faith. 

"From  no  estate  do  proud  distinctions  rise, 
Act  well  your  part — there  all  your  JKjnor  lies." 
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The  sources  of  our  information  are:  (1)  conversa- 
tions and  correspondence  with  older  members  of  the 
family;  (2)  five  volumes  of  "Urkunden-re,c:ister  der 
Schvveiz";    (3)    "Geschichte  des   Canton   Schaffhausen." 

Washington,  D.  C,  191 G.  James  D.  Ruiirer. 


History  of  the  Bulirer  Family 

CHAPTER    I 
Characteristics  of  the  Buhrers 

Our  family  is  reniarka])le  for  its  great  age.  It  is 
rooted  (lee{)ly  in  the  earliest  history  of  past  eenturics. 
It  was  ineludecl  in  the  j^romise  of  Jehovah  made  to 
Abraham:  "In  thy  seed  all  the  families  of  the  earth 
shall  be  blest."  It  is  very  ])robable  that  for  this 
reason  so  many  lads  and  lassies  have  always  been 
anxious  to  marry  into  the  lUdirer  clan.  And  this  is  In 
their  everlasting-  credit — that  they  know  a  g(Kid  thing 
when  they  see  it.  It  also  shows  wisdom  on  their  part 
when  they  sought  to  be  gr;ifted  upon  such  a  branch. 

But  the  Bnhrer  family  has  also  heeded  the  divine 
command:  "Be  ye  fruitful,  multiply  and  replenish  the 
earth."  It  is  for  this  reason  that  our  ancestors,  -l.OOO 
years  ago,  left  Asia  and  migrated  into  lMiro])e  to  clear 
a  place  for  their  ])osterity. 

There  arc  several  good  reasons  why  this  f;imily  was 
so  prolific.  C)ur  grandindthers  did  not  live  in  an  age 
v;lien  babies  were  unfashionable  and  ]>oi)dlc  d'^'j;^  a 
substitute  for  children.  ()ur  ancestors  regarded  wed- 
lock as  something  very  sacrefl  and  recpiired  children. 
Without  them  the  family  is  as  the  bud  without  the 
flower,  the  night  without  stars.  Neither  did  tliey  pet 
their  children  to  death.  The}'  were  too  industrious 
for  that.  They  exercised  judicial  ])arcntal  authority. 
The  children  lived  with  the  p;irents,  and  not  visa 
versa.  They  practiced  domestic  discipline.  (The 
writer  has  a  good  memory  and  a  viviil  recollectif)n  of 
this  fact.)  Instead  of  swinging  us  in  a  hammock  or 
wheeling  us  in  a  baby  chaise,  oin-  mothers  tossed  us 
into  a  trundle  bed  and  C(.ntinued  to  do  tluir  own  work 
without  a  mu'se  or  other  servants.  Thus  raised,  we 
were  trained  early  to  fall  back  on  our  own  resources 
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for  pastime,  play,  and  work.  We  were  never  starved 
on  so-called  "baby  foods,"  but  fed  on  substantial  food 
uncondcnsed,  and  never  learned  to  suck  it  out  of  l)ot- 
tles.  The  writer  has,  since  the  fourteenth  year  of  his 
life,  been  away  from  home,  with  stranoers,'  in  hotels 
boarding  houses,  and  oft  dined  at  tables  good  enouoh' 
for  princes,  but  he  appreciates  still  above  all  the 
"Boella— JJuenna,— grund— i^ierra— Suppa,"  and  oth- 
er viands  of  his  mother's  cooking,  that  made  him 
strong  and  kept  him  healthy. 

Jlonesty  is  the  pride  of  our  people,  and  self-respect 
a  virtue.  Theft  never  brought  any  of  them  to  jail, 
nor  does  the  writer  know  of  one  that  let  the  alcolnjl 
thief  into  his  mouth  to  steal  away  his  brain.  Our 
boys  belong  to  the  masculine,  and  our  girls  to  the  fem- 
inine gender.  Many  of  them  have  held  hon„rable, 
Ingii,  and  responsible  positions  in  hinnan  society- 
some  in  the  i.rofessional  world,  others  in  the  business 
and  agricultural. 

'I'lie  grave  questions  now  confront  us:  Are  we 
worthy  of  such  ancestry?  Arc  we  acting  well  our 
part?  Do  we  emulate  the  virtues  of  our  fathers? 
"\\'e  are  surrounded  by  a  cl.Mul  of  witnesses,"  that  are 
peering  down  upi^n  us  from  live  centuries. 

Oh,  how  this  thought  should  ins])ire  us  at  all  times 
to  do  the  best  with  that  bestowed  upon  each  of  us  to 
the  blessing  of  mankind  and  the  glory  of  God.  For 
our  pilgrimage  will  also  terminate.  Then  may  every 
chapter  in  the  great  Book  of  Life  speak  of  our  task 
well  done,  having  been  faithful  even  in  small  things; 
entrusted   to  us. 


CHAPTER  IT 

Our  Early  History 

The  Buhrcrs  Ijelieve  in  the  evohuion  of  the  human 
race,  even  though  they  reject  the  theor)'  of  Huxley, 
for  we  came  not  from  the  zoological,  hut  from  the  gar- 
den of  Eden  where  the  Creator  made  man.  Should 
any  one  doubt  this,  let  him  provoke  a  Uuhrer  and  be- 
hold how  much  of  the  "old  yVdam"  crops  out  of  him. 
We  descended  from  Adam,  not  through  Cain,  who 
went  otT  into  the  "Land  of  Nod  to  raise  caiu,"  but 
through  Selh,  Enoch  and  Noah.  And  when  a  dis]Kitch 
from  the  weather  Inireau  announced  the  flood,  they 
kmew  enough  to  go  out  c>f  the  rain. 

After  the  deluge,  they  followed  th-C  setting"  sun,  tar- 
ried for  S(jme  time  in  the  highlands  of  Asia,  then 
wheeled  to  the  north  and  by  the  sea  passed  over  the 
Don  into  f'Airoi)e.  P.cing  ])ersecuted  here,  they  lied 
over  the  mountain  fortresses  of  the  Al])s  and  settled  at 
the  foot  of  the  Rhine-falls.  Here  our  ancestors  saw 
for  the  first  time,  fifteen  years  before  the  l)irth  of  Jesus, 
a  legion  of  Roman  soldiers.  Many  ruins  of  the  old 
Roman  walls  and  inscrijjtions  on  rocks  here  have  been 
excavated  in  recent  times,  which  testify  to  the  150 
years  of  Roman  tyranny  and  destruction,  with  which 
our  ancestors  had  to  contend. 

A  Roman  historian  says  of  these  settlers:  "They 
were  disting-uished  for  an  indomitable  will  and  love  of 
liberty.  Their  rulers  were  elective  with  power  lim- 
ited. Unlike  surrounding  nations,  tliey  were  monog-- 
amists."  After  Caesar  Domitian  had  subjugated  them 
unto  himself,  he  built  a  wall  "Randen"  around  the  dis- 
trict as  a  fortification  ag^ainst  invaders  from  the  north. 
Here  is  where  our  forefathers  subsequently  helped  to 
raise  William  Tell  and  to  dig  the  grave  of  tyrant 
Gessler,  and  then  establish  the  repidjlic  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty,  which,  for  nigh  500  years,  has  with- 
stood the  attacks  of  despotism. 
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CHAPTER  III 

Our  District  (Bezirk)  Hegau 

Julius  Caesar  relates  how  the  Swiss  repeatedly 
checked  his  forward  movements.  In  313  A.  D.,  they 
were  driven  back  to  the  river  Main.  Caesar  calls 
them  "Helvetians,"  and  describes  them  thus:  "They 
are  a  people  of  high  stature  and  slender,  with  curly 
blond  hair,  blue  eyes  and  fair  complexion.  They 
comb  their  heavy  shock  of  hair  straight  back  over  the 
head,  then  tie  it  into  a  knot,  vv^hich  gives  the  ai)pear- 
ance  of  a  horn.  Long  hair  is  the  sign  of  freemen. 
Bondsmen  always  have  their  hair  cut.  Their  children 
wear  no  clothes  so  long  as  the  weather  permits." 
Invading  Roman  armies  constantly  plundered  and  de- 
niolished  the  district  and  their  huts,  which  were  built 
in  the  shape  of  bee  hives.  This  forced  them  eventu- 
ally into  a  closer  union  with  the  neighboring  Ale- 
manni,  wliercl)y  they  were  enabled  to  restore  again 
their  (iardcn  of  the  Cods. 

Hy  and  by  this  dislrict^Ranilcn  (Ruecken,  Marsh- 
weg.)  repaired  in  the  days  of  Charlemagne— was  di- 
vided into  two  "Cauen,"  or  territories,  namely:  (1) 
Klettgau,  which  extended  from  the  Rhein falls  down- 
ward, and  {2)  Hegau,  from  the  brails  upward;  "he" 
being  the  root  of  "hoch,"  i.  e.,  high,  while  "klett" 
means    ("glatt    eben"  or)   smooth,  plain. 

Up  to  the  11th  century  A.  D.,  surnames  of  families 
were  unknown  among  them,  so  that,  when  a  father's 
name  was  Gailo  or  Bero,  the  son  was  called  (iailinge 
or  Beringe,  "inge"  meaning  link,  from  which  the  fol- 
lowing villages  (where  the  various  families  multi- 
plied) received  their  names:  (jachlingen,  Ilerblingen, 
Tutlingen,  Loehlingen,  Doerflingen,  etc. 

In  course  of  time,  however,  these  two  districts  were 
made    feifs,   ruled   by   counts   of   vVustria.     The   Romish 
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Church,  from  the  Gth  to  the  12th  century  in  its  mis- 
sion work  here,  acquired  hirt^e  sections  of  land  at- 
tached to  cloisters,  of  which  the  following  became  fa- 
mous: "Allerheiligen,"  "St.  Ai^mes,"  "Paradies"  (in 
Schaffhausen)  and  the  cloister  in  "Katherinenthal  (in 
Diesenhofen). 

In  time  these  institutions  received  preemptory 
rights,  which  made  them  independent  of  the  rule  of 
Austrian  counts,  and  they  were  then  ruled  hy  abbots 
of  the  cloisters.  Since,  however,  these  landlords  could 
not  inflict  capital  punishment,  an  advocatus — "vogt"' — • 
attended  to  the  temi)oral  affairs  of  the  abbey.  These 
advocati  became  so  tyrannical,  after  a  while,  that 
frequent  riots  from  the  12th  to  the  15th  century  finally 
removed  them  from  their  power.  But  even  then  the 
greater  portion  of  the  common  people  voluntarily 
remained  bondsmen  for  their  protection  against  invad- 
ing tribes.  These  serfs  or  bondsmen  belonged  to  the 
cloisters  and  were  bought  and  sold  together  with  the 
land  that  they  tilled. 


CHAPTER  IV 
Papal  Influence 

The  Franks  in  500  B.  C.  describe  the  Alenianni  as 
a  low  heather  tribe.  A  Roman  writer  in  570  A.  D. 
says:  '"i'heir  religion  is  pantheistic.  They  worship 
trees,  rivers,  mountains,  and  gorges,  to  which  they 
offer  horses  and  other  animals  after  they  have  cut 
u\i  their  heads."  But  through  the  influence  and  rulr 
of  the  Franks,  these  Alemannic  customs  were  changed. 
The  bishop  of  Constanz  sent  Swiss-speaking  missiona- 
ries into  the  Hegau  who  often  used  force  to  convert 
these  heathen.  The  converted  would  then  call  their 
former  comrads  "Rossfresser,"  horse  eaters,  because 
they  ate  the  horse  flesh  that  had  been  offered  to  idols. 

This  missionary  activity  was  only  superficial.  Our 
ancestors  could  not  yet  grasp  the  idea  that  all  men 
are  brothers,  and  so,  in  the  eighth  century,  they  mixed 
the  two  religions,  heathen  and  Roman  Catholic,  with 
all  kinds  of  superstition  and  witchcraft. 
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CHAPTER  V 
Religion 

As  a  rule  tlie  Buhrers  are  Christians  and  church- 
going  people,  but  it  has  never  been  heard  of  that  one 
of  them  died  on  account  of  too  much  piety.  They  be- 
lieve in  the  l'\atherhood  of  God,  the  Brotherhood  in 
Christ,  and  the  communion  of  believers,  and  they  l)uild 
Christian  homes  and  churches  v-dierevcr  they  go. 

Christianity  first  reached  them  in  the  ])erson  of 
Columba,  who  came  over  from  England  in  the  sixth 
centurv.  Thev  rose  with  the  first  reformers  in  the 
sixteenth  century  to  liberate  their  church  (then  Ro- 
man Catholic)  from  its  herecies  in  doctrine  and  cor- 
ru])tions  in  practice,  and  reestablished  the  church  in 
its  apostolic  simplicity  and  purity,  and  called  it  the 
Church  Reformed,  or  the  Reformed  Church.  This 
work  they  began  in  151  is  three  years  before  Luther 
appeared  in  Germany.  "Reformed"  was,  for  a  long 
time,  the  battle  cry  of  Protestantism  in  Europe.  But 
as  different  modes  of  theological  thought  began  to 
gain  strength,  producing  various  doctrinal  tendencies, 
and  various  types  of  national  life  began  to  stamp 
themselves  on  the  Reformed  faith,  the  inevitable  residt 
was  the  shooting  out  of  dift'erent  branches.  These 
called  themselves  not  after  Paul,  Apollo,  or  Cephas, 
but  after  either  a  party  leader  (Euthern),  a  mode  of 
administering  a  sacrament  (Baptist),  or  a  form  of  gov- 
ernment (Presbyterian).  In  Switzerland,  the  church 
had  no  eccentric  forces  to  shoot  itself  away  from  the 
stem,  and  so  was  left  with  no  other  mission  than  to 
perpetuate  the  life  of  the  root  along  the  grand  central 
trunk  line  of  Protestant  history,  of  wdiich  nearly  all 
the  Bidirers  are  members. 
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CHAPTER  VI 

Three  Hundred  Years  of  Servitude 

Great  social  and  political  changes  took  place  in 
Hegau  from  the  years  7  J 'J  to  1050  A.  D.  The  freemen 
became  bondsmen.  The  ownership  of  the  soil  passed 
fir.m  the  hand  of  the  tillers  into  the  jjossession  of  the 
counts  and  cloisters.  Only  a  few  of  them  who  had 
possessions  and  rendered  great  military  service  re- 
tained their  freeelom,  and  were  known  as  the  nobles 
among  the  victors. 

The  farming  was  done  by  the  bondsmen,  and  re- 
garded a  dishonorable  vocation.  The  nobles  lived  in 
castles  on  clitts  and  other  elevated,  choice  spots,  while 
the  bondsmen  dwelt  in  the  villages  of  the  lowlands 
and  were  oppressed  by  tributes. 

Our  earlier  ancestors  avoided  cities,  regarding  them 
as  pesthouses,  and  for  this  reason  often  destroyed 
th.em.  Later  the  inhabitants  of  cities  looked  down 
upon  the  \illagers  as  inferior  beings.  And  si)  our 
Swiss  forefathers  in  the  middle  of  the  ele\entli  cen- 
tury were  no  longer  a  united  ])eople,  but  a  mixture  of 
lords,  nobles,  and  serfs. 

In  188  Count  Kuno  of  ( )ehningen  near  Bibern,  es- 
tablished a  convent,  and  made  the  whole  surrounding 
country  a  serfdom.  Gradually  the  whole  llegau  and 
Klettgau  [became  ])ossessions  of  the  abbies  under  the 
rule  of  advocati,  or  vogte.  1die  convents,  Allerheili- 
gen,  St.  Agnes,  Paradies,  and  Kathcrincnthal  became 
famous  in  history  for  the  wealth  of  land  and  subjects 
which  they  gradually  acquired. 

In  1330  the  whole  district  up  and  down  the  Rhine 
from  the  Falls  was  mortgaged  to  the  Austrian  gov- 
ernment, and  continued  to  be  its  subject  until  1415, 
when,  by  the  grant  of  King  Sigmund,  this  district  be- 
came a  baronage  (1-151-1535). 
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CHAPTER  VII 
Our  Canton 

Schaffhausen,  in  some  of  the  annals  (lOoO  A.  D.) 
is  also  called  Schafliusun,  and  Schathusensi.  In  a  his- 
tory of  ihe  rcit^n  of  Kinj^'  Conrad  111,  this  city  is  called 
Oi)i)idaiii,  which  iiicanL  castlcdwellers ;  and  in  l()(i? 
Count  lulvvard  of  Nellenberi;-  in  Kdln  (Colos^tie)  re- 
ceived the  ri.L^ht  from  Kaiser  Henry  111  to  make  coins 
"for  villa  Scalnsen  in   Kletli^an." 

In  MIC  the  «^real  aj^ilaLor  of  the  second  Crusade, 
Bernard  (jf  (  lairveaux  visited  Schaffhausen.  lie  was 
recei\'ed  with  j^reat  o\ation  and  the  rini^inq-  oi  all  the 
hells  in  the  cily.  Me  was  exitected  to  perform  mira- 
cles. Only  few,  however,  followed  him  to  the  land  of 
Mohammed  for  the  ])tn-])ose  of  rescuinc,'-  llie  Holy 
gra\e  from  barbarous  hands. 

lledwii;-.  a  nun,  in  ll'jr.  brought  with  her  t(j  this 
city  from  the  1  bjly  Land,  a  relic.  Under  the  date  of 
IVO'i  the  annals  record  a  pedestrian  journey  to  Jerusa- 
lem which  was  taken  by  several  inmates  v\  the  con- 
vent,  Allerheili.L;en. 

In  the  twelfth  century,  Schaffhausen  developed  into 
an  independent  city  (  h'reistadt),  and  in  the  followinj,^ 
century  it  is  descrilied,  "a  city  with  walls,  towers, 
plazas,  and  a  woden  brids^'-e  over  the  Rhine."  Of  the 
many  innni.^rants  into  the  city  I  found  also  the  names 
of  Murbach  and  Schaad.  By  recpiest  of  llenry  VIII 
of  Germany,  this  city  formed  an  alliance  with  Con- 
stanz,  Zurich,  and  St.  Gall  iVir  mutual  ]n-otection 
"against  unjust  demands."  lUit  in  Mir)  SchaCfliausen 
a^q-ain  became  a  city  of  inde])endence,  and  to,L;ether 
wdth  surrounding:;^  villatjfes  was  made  ;i  confederacy. 
Then,  for  ei,L,dlty-five  lonc^  years  Sclialthausen  was  an 
Austrian  city  tmtil,  in  ITjO],  it  was  made  a  Swn'^.s  can- 
ton. 
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CHAPTER  VIII 

The  Reformation  in  the  Canton, 
Schaffhausen 

Where  would  we  be  had  the  church  not  been  re- 
formed of  its  herecies,  and  renovated  from  its  corrup- 
tions in  practice  in  that  great  movement  of  the  IGth 
century?  The  origin  of  the  Reformation  here  was 
the  same  as  in  other  lands,  but  the  way  it  was  done 
is  more  like  a  family  drama. 

In  this  narrow  valley,  our  forefathers  maintained 
three  convents,  and  by  building  and  supporting  them 
they  hoped  to  receive  absolution  from  their  sins.  The 
writings  of  Luther  were  known  here  before  those  of 
Zwingli.  The  young,  enthusiastic,  converted  monk  of 
Luzern,  Dr.  Ilofmeister,  was  their  first  and  great 
preacher  of  the  i^rinciples  of  the  Reformation.  In 
1525  another  missionary  came  from  Zurich,  the  Rev- 
erend Mr.  Oechslin.  With  his  installation,  the  end  of 
papal  inllucnce  was  sealed.  The  cloisters  were  burned, 
and  the  Confcderac}'  aided  the  Protestc.nt  teacher  ma- 
terially in  the  victories  against  the  Pope. 
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CHAPTER  IX 

The  Years  of  Horror 

Kill  is  the  year  of  pestilence.  In  «iie  of  the  chron- 
icles 1  found  this  record:  "On  a  Tuesday  between 
nine  and  ten  o'chjck  a.  ni.,  an  hot,  poisonous,  depress- 
ing breeze  came  up  the  valley,  which  so  affected  the 
harvesters  that  they  all  hurried  home.  Immediately 
upon  this  unnatural  breeze  there  followed  a  terrible 
tlisease  that  carried  away  thousands  of  people  in  less 
than  six  months." 

Another  record  says:  "lG-3!)-1G33  were  to  us  years  of 
war  and  devastation  by  the  invasion  of  Germans, 
hamine,  coirfusion,  and  social  disorders  vied  with  each 
other.  We  could  not  expect  aid  from  the  Confederacy, 
our  territory  bcinc;^  located  beyond  the  Rhein,  which 
formed  the  natural  boundary  of  protection.  And  so 
we  could  do  nothing-  but  submit  and  endure  the  abuses 
of  all  the  enemies  in  order  to  avoid  war  with  them, 
sharing-  our  bread  antl  roof  now  with  these  and  then 
with  the  oi-)posite  warring-  forces."  There  was  no 
»)m'stiou  of  neutrality.  Any  resistance  ottered  to  the 
soldiers  was  met  with  a  deadly  weapon. 

But  even  in  the  midst  of  this  devastation,  our  fore- 
fathers did  not  forg-et  their  oppressed  brethren  of  the 
faith  in  the  Palatinate  (Pfalz),  and  twice  do  we  read 
of  a  collection  which  they  lifted  for  them.  The  record 
continues:  "In  consequence  of  the  terrible  persecu- 
tion of  the  Protestants  in  France,  thousands  of  Hu- 
guenots came  into  canton,  Schaffhausen,  some  to  re- 
main ])ermanently,  others  to  rest  on  their  long-  jour- 
ney to  Holland.  The  first  came  in  lOSO,  namely,  r),242, 
and  in  1087  over  9,000  more  arrived.  In  1088  another 
4,50G  came,  and  so  the  stream  continued  for  nearly 
thirty  years,  down  to  1700.  They  were  all  received 
cordially,  and  fed  until  they  continued  their  journey. 
Nearly  all  of  them  spoke  only  French,  but  they  were 
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all  Protestants.  This  condition  often  required  twelve 
special  collections  in  one  year  from  us.  As  hig-h  as 
40,000  persecuted  brethren  in  the  faith  were  supported. 
Those  who  passed  through  into  Germany  in  1G88 
were  soon  driven  back  by  the  war.  There  was  great 
rejoicing  among  us  when  Gustav  Adolphus  appeared 
in  Germany  at  the  heati  of  Trotestantism.  During  all 
this  time  the  Kaiser's  army  appeared  five  times  at  our 
neighboring  castle,  llohentwiel,  but  they  never  could 
force  a  surrender." 


CHAPTER  X 

Genealogy  of  the  Families  from  the 
Villages  in  the  Hegau 

The  first  problem  of  a  family  history  is  its  ori.iL^in,  then 
its  migration.  In  these  problems  the  names  of  places 
are  l)ouii(l  up  with  the  history  of  the  people.  The  author 
has  reduced  these  original  places  in  his  search  to  four. 

Space  will  not  permit  me  to  give  a  detailed  account 
of  the  social,  political  and  economic  conditions  in  these 
villages  that  were  the  original  homes  of  the  lJ;thrers, 
a.s  found  in  the  archives  of  the  canton  of  Schaffhausen. 
We  must  confine  ourselves  to  but  a  few  cardinal  facts 
and  events  of  each  village.  In  the  Urkiouloirci^istcr 
von  Canton  Schaffiumsen  under  the  date  of  loOS,  is 
this  record:  "Cunrat  ami  Katherina  Bncrrer  are  boiids- 
Jiieit  of  the  cloister,  Katherinenthal." 

Section  I:  Stettin 

It  is  in  connection  with  this  village  that  1  fcnmd  the 
abiu-c  record  concerning  C.  and  K.  IWierrer  in  11)05. 
At  this  time  Steltin  was  a  part  of  the  estate  belonging 
to  the  castle  llerblingen,  as  a  grant  from  Egbert  the 
Rc(\  of  Randenburg.  In  the  titleenth  century,  how- 
ever, it  was  sold  to  the  cloister,  Allerheiligen.  A  sta- 
tistic of  1?!J8  says  that  this  village  consisted  of 
eighteen  houses,  with  a  |)opulation  oi  forty-seven  men 
and  ninety-three  women  and  children. 

Section  II :   Bibern 

Bibern,  in  the  valley  of  the  same  name  a  few  miles 
north  of  Thayingen,  in  875  A.  D.  was  called  I'iberaha, 
and  in  95'J  Hibera.  ilibern,  together  with  Oehningen 
(a  village  now  belonging  to  the  province  liaden)  be- 
longed to  the  cloister  I'aradies,  but  in  the  days  when 
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knightlKood    was    in   bloom    it    was    part    of    the    castle  a 

11  erl)lingen,  where  the  nobles  of  MerblinjTen  tlourishcd. 

In  1534  Bibern,  together  with   HerblinG;-en,   was   'n-  :j 

corporated  into  the  Canton  SchalThausen.  Statistics 
of  17!»H  (dnrinc;-  the  French  Revolntion)  s^^ive  this  rec- 
ord of  Ribern:  There  are  27  houses,  with  a  pojiulation 
of  53  men  and  11  women  and  children.  The  census  of 
1800  o-ives  it  a  popidation  of  11)7. 

Followinq-  is  the  g-enealo^ical  record  of  the  P.nlirers 
from   liibern.  '  I 

I.  MrCTTAEF  BITHRER.  born  1707,  was  the  father  I 

of-  1 

1.  M.   BUHRER,  Jr.,  who   in   the  22d   year  of  his  life   cnii-  | 
t^rated    to   America    (1854),   and    cast    his   lot   with    the    Swiss              J 
pifMieers  in  tlie  forests  of  Fulton  Connty,  O.      He  was  nnited  1 
in    holy    wedlock    (tSf.G)    with    Elizabetli    Buhrer,    of    Ibifen.  ) 
Tiiis    union    was   blest    with    7   children.     The    writer    well    re-  ^ 
calls  many  happy  days  of  his  childhood  spent  in   their  beau- 
tiful   Christian    family    circle.     Tlie    father    was    a    y:enial    pa- 
triarch   of    worth    and    di.^nity,    a    tall    gaunt    tistire,    while    his 
helpmate   was   a    ;;entle,   most    hospitable    motherly   character. 

'I'heir  children  do  well  in  enndatinj^'  their  virtues  and  cher- 
ishinii;  their  memory.  The  father  departed  this  life  in  the 
7r)th  year  of  liis  pilgrimage,  and  the  motlier  sur\i\-ed  only  a 
few   months.     Their   children    are : 

(1)  URSALA,  who  was  married  to  Adam  Sprau,  to  whom 
she  bore   live  children  and   then  de])arted  to   her  heavenly   home. 

(2)  IIFINRICH,  now  residing  in  Toledo,  is  the  happy  father 
of   four  sons;   Herald,  Nelson,   Myron,   Roland. 

(I!)  HANNAH,   Mrs.   Kohl,   in    Swanton,   O. 

(4)  MARY,  Mrs.  Kutzli,  in  Archbold,  O. 

(5)  CAROLINE,  Mrs.  Andrew  Buhrer,  of  Evansport,  O. 
(G)  ELIZABETH,  Mr.s.  . 

(7)   MARGARET,  who  resides  in  Archbold,  O. 

2.  JOHANNES,  born  1825;  was  married  to  Anna  Metzger 
in  1848.  They  also  came  to  America  (1881),  and  settled  in 
Illinois.        Eollowing     are    their     children:        (l)   ANNA,    Mrs. 
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Rotlifus,  of  Texas.      (2)   URSALA,   Mrs.  Mary  J.  Metzger.   (3) 
MRS.    LOUISl'.    J.    KHRAT,    of    Illinois. 

3.  JACOB,  horn  1828,  and  still  resides  in  Bibcrn,  with  his 
children,  Jacob  and  Ursala. 

II.  HAFXKR  RUIIRER,  was  a  cooper  by  trade 
and  lived  all  lii.s  allotted  time  iii  Bibern.  His  chil- 
dren are : 

1.  JACOB  (l)orn  1820,  died  ISTli),  married  to  Anna  Mctz- 
ger,   of   Opfersliofen.     To   tlieni  were  horn  : 

(1)  KOX'RAl)  (died  1889),  married  to  KHz.  B.,  of  'I'liayin- 
geii.  They  were  hlest  with  four  children:  Jacol),  John,  Mary, 
William, 

(2)  J.VCOP.  diorn  18:!0\  married  to  Verena  P.nlirer,  of  Bi- 
bern. The}'  were  hlest  with  five  children:  Jacol),  Jolm,  Mary, 
Kerman    and    Funil. 

(?,)    ANNA    (horn   isr.l),   Mrs.   K.    Hartman,   of    I  leilhrun. 

(4)  MARY,    died    18?;!. 

(5)  JOHANN  (l)orn  1858),  was  married  to  Plioelie  Flntli. 
Their  s.ven  children  :ire:  Reinh:irt.  I'riedcrich,  Willielin,  Kath- 
erina,    i'Mwin,    ( ieor-e   and    Waller. 

(C)    URSALA,    Mrs.    Ale.\.    l-'uch.s. 

(7)  WniJIF.LM  (horn  IB.VJ),  married  to  l.ydia  Mehr,  of  Kals- 
rnhe,  (iermany.  Tiiey  came  to  America  in  188:>.  .'vfter  four  years 
sojourn  in  Archbold,  O.,  they  migrated  further  west  to  ca>,L  their 
lot  witli  Cjerman  settlers  in  Te.xas,  where  he  prejiared  f<n-  the 
ministry  and  is  at  the  present  time  tlie  eHicient  pastor  of  the 
Methodist  Kjiiscopal  Church  in  San  .\ntonio,  Texas.  Their  four 
children    are,    Ida,    lumna,    Tiieopiiil   ami    I'erle. 

(8)  FRIICDKICU  (horn  18(i7),  married  to  Carcdine  M.,  of 
Bern,    Switzerland. 

III.  JOHANNES  BUHRER  (1808-1884),  was  rope 
maker  by  trade,  and  married  Elizabeth  B.  They  emi- 
grated to  Ohio  in  ISTo.  Unto  this  union  were  born 
seven  children : 
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1.  JOHANNES,  who  came  t(-  America  in  1S37  and  spent 
Iiis   (lays   as   a   very   capable   architect    in    Cleveland,    O. 

2.  GEORGE,  a  brick-maker  by  trade,  came  to  Archbold, 
O.,  in   1873. 

3.  ANDREAS,  the  mason,  came  from  Bibern  to  Arch- 
bold,  O.,  in  1872.  In  1873  he  was  married  to  Anna  Dnnkel. 
To   tliem   were   born    Emma,    Ida,  and   John. 

4.  GOTTLIEB  (born  1851),  came  to  America  in  187ii,  and 
became  a  well-known  sculptor  in  l>erea,  O.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Kath.  Ehrat,  which  imion  was  l)lest  witli  live  chil- 
dren: Katherin,  of  Medina,  O.,  Elizabeth,  Emma  and  Helen, 
of  Cleveland,  and  John   (died  IM'.H). 

TV.  CLEMENZ  P.L1IIRI<:R  (born  1765),  had  three 
cliildrcn  : 

1.  JOHANNES  (born  ISUS),  who  emigrated  to  America, 
while  his  brother  GEORGb:  and  sister  LIS  ETTA  remained  in 
Bibern. 

V.  Ch:()RC.E  BUIlRh:k.  a  tailor  hy  trade,  is  kiu.wii 
to  have  raised  nine  children  in  Switzerland.  They 
are  : 

JACOB,  GEORGE,  ERl  EDERICH,  MAGDALEXA,  a  deacon- 
ess in  Basel,  ELIZABETH,  MARGARET,  ANNA,  URS.\1..\ 
and  ANDREAS,  who  came  to  New  York  (in  beginning  of  the 
19th  century)    and  became  a  prosperous  cigar  manufacturer. 

VJ.  ANDREAS  BUHRER,  the  vinedresser,  was 
born  r/SO;  married  Barbara  Ruehli  of  B.arzheim.  Unto 
them  were  born : 

1.  JOHN,  the  mason. 

2.  ANDREAS,    the    shoemaker. 

3.  AD.'\M,  the  vine-dresscr,  who  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
Waldvogel    in    18:^5.     The    names   of   their   children    are:    An- 
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drew,  the  wheelwright,   Barbara,  Joliaiincs,   Maria   (died   1852 
in      Toledo,    ().),    Jacob     (died      1"J()9),  Ileinrich     (died     1912). 

4.  KATliERliVA. 

5.  JOHANNI^S,  wlio  vvitli  his  son  Atlain,  .and  (hiUL;hter  Kath- 
erine,  remained  in  Bil)ern.  Rut  tiie  two  oUler  sons,  Andrew  and 
Jolin,   came  to   America  in   185-1. 

riie  author  well  remembers  "DKR  GROSSh:  ANDRES"— the 
bachelor — and  how  we  as  children  dehi;lited  to  have  him  visit 
our  little  log-  hut  in  Henry  County,  O.,  for  he  always  had 
"candy"  in  his  pockets,  and  heroic  stories  to  tell  us  about 
the  Civil  War,  where  he  was  a  vohuitet'r  ior  four  vears. 
While  the  f,rovernment  gave  him  a  reasonable  pension,  in  the 
last  five  or  ten  years,  with  very  enteel)h-d  health,  he  was 
taken  care  of  in  the  home  of  his  brother  John,  where  he  died 
in   I'JIO. 

JOHN  had  a  family  and  three  cliildren  in  the  woods  of 
Henry  Count}-,  when  the  civil  war  l)roke  out,  and  continued 
to  tight  primeval  conditions,  uialaria  and  luuiger,  and  jjro- 
vide  for  the  future.  In  course  of  time  lie  accpiired  a  large 
tract  of  land  whicli  he  was  able  to  cultivate  by  the  aid 
(d  his  live  im()\viul;-ui)  sons.  I(  was  at  their  home  where 
the  anilior  spent  many  hapi>y  days  of  his  childhood,  lor  tlie 
mother  undiislood  boys  and  the  fatiier  was  a  large  liearted, 
whole  soul,  and  really  the  founder  of  the  Hidircr  Reimion, 
for  which  he  worked  persistently,  antl  was  privileged  to  see 
it  becoming  a  growing  annual  affair  ere  he  went  to  his 
heavenly  reward  in  1912,  soon  after  the  dc-[)arturc  of  his 
loyal  helpmate,  Barbara.  This  union  was  blest  with  the  fol- 
lowing   children  : 

1.  ANDREW,  born  1858,  who  is  married  to  Caroline  H.,  and 
resides    in    Henry    Coimty,    O.,    a    prosiierous    farmer. 

2.  JOSb'RH,  who  is  also  raising  a  family  on  a  farm  in 
Henry    County,    (). 

;;.  (jE/JRCI'L,  married  to  a  sister  of  the  writer,  and  has  five 
children,   and    resides    on   a    farm    in    Defiance    County,    (). 

4.  HENRY,    followed    his    brothers'    example,    while 

5.  DANH^:L  took  a  higher  course  of  study  in  Calvin  College, 
Cleveland,    O.,    and    then    settled    as    a    mcrcliant    in    .Stryker,    O., 
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C.  AIRS.  F.    HOFFMAN  and 
7.  MRS.    L.    SCHRODER. 

Yll.  ANI3REAS,  the  shociiiakcr,  was  married  to 
Anna  ILlirat  of  Lohn,  in'  J8;J!).  After  tiie  death  of  his 
wife  and  in  the  advaneed  ag'e  of  11,  he  ftjllowed  his 
two  sons  in  America,  wdio  ])rovided  stj  well  for  him 
that  he  readied  the  age  of  81  years,  when  the  call 
from  another  world  came.  The  descendants  of  this 
family  arc : 

1.  ANDREW  D.,  wluj  was  born  IHIO.  lie  ljeL;an  liis  ca- 
reer in  younL;-  manhood,  in  the  serviee  of  tlie  Swiss  Govern- 
ment, taking^  care  of  the  hi;-_,di\va3's  in  his  Canton.  In  tliis 
service  lie  continncd  seven  3'ears.  During-  this  time  he  was 
united  in  holy  wedlock  witli  Yerena  .Sis.';!,  of  Doerf!inL;cn. 
Four  cliil<lren  were  l)orn  to  tluin,  wlu-n  the  k'ranco- Prus- 
sian war  broke  out,  whieli  calleil  father  intcj  service  of  de- 
fense on  the  Swiss  boundaries.  After  his  return  honu-  he 
regarded  the  approachint;  effects  of  the  war,  the  con.^ested 
conditions  in  Switzerland,  and  the  small  oppoitimities  the 
Fatheihuul  coidd  some  day  offer  to  his  childri-u,  as  urgent 
reasiuis  Um'  I'uiigralion.  When  liiese  i)rol)b'ms  h.id  been  tlis- 
cusseil  and  weiglied,  father  and  niotlier  rescdved  t>)  ilnd  a 
place  in  the  new  world  l;eyond  the  ;;Teat  deep,  where  they 
might  ei'fectually  accomplish  their  divine  purpose.  Mere  I)e- 
gins  the  history  of  tlie  author  on  vaguely  familiar  grounds, 
for  he  was  one  of  these  four  childi-en  in  whose  interest 
parents  bade  farewell  to  home,  icindred  and  friends,  never  to 
see  them  again  in  this  world.  There  hangs  on  the  wall  of 
my  memnry  I)ut  one  scene  <d'  this  portenti(3US  event — a  beau- 
tiful starry  night,  house  full  of  people,  everyone  sad  and 
depressed,  with  tears  in  their  eyes.  Then  a  carriage  ap- 
peared  .     The   next    scene   on    tlie    wall   of   memory    is   an 

event    one    year   later,    father    terribly   ill    in    a    little    Ikmuc    in 
Archbold,     0.\      friends    and    mother   solicitous    for    his    life;    the 

physician  a])iiearing  three   times   in   one  day and   the   third 

Si-ene    on    memory's    walls    of    childhood,    from    an    event    of 
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three  years  later.  Motlier  and  we  children  alone  at  home- 
father  some  twelve  miles  away  in  service  to  provide  for  our 
daily  bread— siltiny  at  dinner  talde.  A  lluinder  storm  breaks 
over  the  village,  pitch  darkness  prevails.  Has  the  end  of  all 
tilings   come  ?   but   none   of   us   dared   to   speak. 

Our  journey  from  Switzerland,  says  father,  was  through  France 
to  Paris,  wliere  we  were  treated  with  scorn  imtil  it  was  known 
that  we  were  not  subjects  of  the  Kaiser,  but  emigrants  from 
Switzerland.  Wheren])on  we  were  treated  with  the  greatest 
■  courtesy  and  consideration.  The  voyage  on  the  water  was 
twenty-eight  days.  From  Castle  Garden  by  rail  via  Buffalo 
and  Cleveland,  we  arrived  on  an  early  morning  in  April  in 
the  village  of  Archbold,  O.,  whither  over  ;;OlJ  Swiss  families 
had  preceeded  us.  In  the  land  of  new  customs,  manners, 
habits  and  language,  how  were  we  to  succeed?  Two  days 
after  the  arrival  father  was  employed.  By  and  by  he  learned 
the  trade  as  a  mason,  for  a  road  inspector  for  Uncle  Sam 
in  those  days  had  no  mission.  In  ImT'.*  he  decided  the  farm 
was  tlie  best  place  to  raise  the  children.  So  we  moved 
nine  miles  away  from  the  nearest  trading  station  into  the 
woods  of  Henry  County,  O.,  and  lived  in  a  three-room  log 
cabin  with  only  >)ne  held  ul  soil  under  cultivation.  I'.errics, 
game  and  nuts  were  in  abundance  in  the  summer,  but  ni 
the  winter  it  was  often  liani  to  keep  the  wolf  of  himger 
from  the  door.  Jt  was  years  of  hard  labor  to  clear  away 
llie  wootls  and  burn  up  the  line^t  timber  to  make  the 
soil  arable  for  harvest.  'Jdie  winter  evenings  were  spent 
with  mother  and  father  around  the  old  stove,  together  with 
a  few  books:  the  P.ible,  hymnals,  lew  classics  and  i)ooks  on 
history,  for  father  was  a  persistent  reader,  and  mother 
knew  how  to  tell  us  fascinating  stories  and  almost  inva- 
riably beat  any  one  of  us  on  a  game  of  "ligmill."  In  ISSO 
father  traded  his  lowland  in  Henry  County  for  a  tract  of 
land  in  Deh.mce  County,  O.,  and  we  returned  to  civilization. 
Father  was  m)  longer  .obliged  to  spend  half  the  year  away 
from  home,  but  with  the  aid  of  the  growing  children  pro- 
duced sullicienl  for  existence  on  llie  farm,  and  so  took  the 
great    bmden    of    management    from    mother's    shoulders. 
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Tvvcniy  years  later,  the  childnn  all  !2;rowii  up  and  out  in 
tlie  world  seeking  their  own  missions  in  life,  fatlier  sold 
tlie  farm  and  moved  to  the  town,  where  he  had  landed  in  1871. 
There  with  mother  in  a  cozy  little  home  they  are  spendin.q 
the  evening  of  a  well  earned  rest  in  retirement.  Our  fam- 
ily circle  was  made  up  of  tlie  followin-  children,  for  whose 
welfare    father  and  mother   spent   their   lives: 

(1.)  LIZZIE,  who  in  lS8(i  was  married  to  Daniel  Snyder. 
They  still  reside  in  Archhold.  Their  children  are:  hlman- 
uel,  Nora  and  Bertha. 

(2.)  JAMh:S  D.,  who,  after  having-  finished  the  district  sclionls, 
inspired  l>y  a  K.  SiRix  and  a  Van  Hora,  a  naturalist  who  maile  his 
home  with  our  jiarents  for  many  summers  as  lie  was  f:;atlierin;,^ 
material  for  a  hotanical  book  on  the  llora  of  northwestern  Ohio, 
and  encouraged  hy  his  parents,  in  ISK!!,  together  with  threi:  of  his 
former  school  lioys,  entered  Calvin  College  in  Cleveland,  ().,  fur  a 
higher  education.  After  pursuing  the  classic  course  under  the  di- 
rection of  tliat  peerless  educator.  Dr.  H.  J.  Ruetenick,  he 
graduated  an  A.B.  The  next  two  years  he  spent  in  the 
Theokigical  Seminary  of  Heidelberg  University,  TilTui,  O. 
During  the  following  year  he  took  a  post-graduate  course 
at  Heidelberg  and  as  a  licentiate  assisted  Dr.  11.  Rust,  the 
pastor  of  the  Second  Reformed  Church,  of  which  he  then 
was  elected  pastor  in  the  spring  of  18'.);{— Dr.  I'tust  resigned 
on  account  of  failing  health.  In  this  capacity  he  continued 
— at  times  also  teaching  in  Heidelberg  University — for 
eleven  years,  when  he  followed  a  call  from  the  First  Re- 
formed Church  in  Washington,  D.  C,  of  which  congregation 
he   is   the   jjaslor   incumbent. 

One  of  the  chief  events  in  his  life  occurred  in  1807,  when 
he  was  united  in  holy  wedlock  with  Miss  Mary  V..  I,einer, 
the  daughter  of  C.  Reiner,  for  fifty  years  a  leading  merchant 
in  Tifiin  O.  She  has  always  proved  herself  a  wise,  judicious 
mistress  of  the  parsonage,  a  model  mother,  and  excellent 
housekeeper.  Her  ears  are  not  in  tune  with  the  blasts  so 
connnonly    blown    for    the    worlds    applause. 
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DR.    EMIL   D.    BUIIRER    AND    FAMILY 
Urbana,   O. 


MR.    CONRAD    KUTZLI    AND    FAMILY 

Goodwin,   Mo. 
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"Nor  needs  slie   jjowoi-   mhI    -plcmlor, 
Wide    hiill    ii'ul    lofly    Juiiic, 
Tlie    good,    tliu   true,    tlio    tinder — 
These   liv(3   and   love    at    home." 

In  her  dealings  with  fellowinen,  ricli  or  po<jr,  she  is  al- 
ways strictly  fair,  and  tolerates  n(j  coniprotnise  with  sham. 
She  is  well  worthy  of  bc'iny^  the  mother  of  our  two  children, 
Edna  M.,  horn  IS'.IH,  and  Paul  Al.,  horn  H)01,  hoth  at  present 
pursuinjr    the    classic    course    in    a    high    school    of    tlie    Capital. 

(it.)  IM'RNIIARD,  in  search  for  his  vocation,  hegan  iiis  career 
in  the  eniplo>inent  of  the  Rockefeller  Oil  Co.,  tlien  became 
partner  of  a  bakery  in  Joplin,  Mo.,  where  he  was  married 
to  I.ydia  Kohler.  Here  he  still  resides,  the  father  of  two 
children. 

(4.)  ADOLTII  chose  the  carpenter's  trade,  was  married  to  M. 
Clark,  who  died  in  I'JOS.  He  has  since  also  made  his  hcjme 
in    Joplin,    Alo. 

(5.)  ILMIL  was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  Heidelberg 
University,  and  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  Cincinnati. 
He  graduated  an  M.  D.  in  1902.  He  is  now  an  efficient  and 
very  successful  physician  in  Urbana,  O.  In  I'.JO'.)  he  was 
married  to  .Mabel  Miller.  They  re.ioice  in  a  bright  liitle 
daughter,    Helen. 

(i). )  lll•".NI\^'  began  Ids  career  as  an  adventurer,  wandering 
through  nearly  every  state  in  the  Union,  then  settled  down 
in  Joplin,  Mo.,  as  a  mail  clerk  in  the  service  of  Uncle  Sam. 
lie  is  married  since  lOD'J  to  Grace  K.  Tallock,  and  is  the  father 
of  two  children,  John    Andrew   and    Henry,  Jr. 

(7.)  LYI)I.\  is  married  to  (leo.  Buhrer.  They  reside  on 
their  farm  in  Deliancc  County,  O.  Their  children  are; 
Alice,  Nora,   Melviii,  Edwin,   Selma. 

(8.)  EMM.A.  is  married  the  second  time  (her  hrst  husband 
Oliver  Buhrer  died  in  1905 j,  to  C.  Ziegler.  They  reside  in 
Archbold,  O.  Her  children  of  the  first  husband  are:  Malde 
and   Clayton. 

(9.)  Anna,  the  youngest  of  the  girls,  is  married  to  K. 
Kutzli.  They  reside  in  Joplin,  Mo.  Their  children  are:  lulwin, 
iMeta,  Rutii,  Allen,  Bonnie,  (den. 
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2.  JOHANNES    stayed    in    Switzerland. 

3.  JACOB  S.,  born  1848,  came  to  America  with  his  bride 
in  187:5.  lie  is  a  cariH'nlcr  by  trade,  but  tlie  business  worbl 
soon  attracted  his  social,  cheerful,  nature,  and  foiKhiess  for 
human  fellowship.  He  is  for  more  than  tliirty  years  a  bus- 
iness man  in  Archbold,  O.     I  lis  children  are: 

(1)  MARTHA,  Mrs.  Rice.  Her  luishand  died  in  190:!,  leav- 
ing lier  one  child,  William. 

(•2)  ALl^ERT  ]-:.,  a  law  student  in  Archbold,  married  to  Laura 
Vernier.     They   liave   one   child,   Catherine. 

CO    F.DVVARl)   I'.,   a   dentist    in   Archbold. 

(4)  LOUISF.  F.,  at  home. 

(5)  KRN.A.   L.,  clerk  in   the  i)OSt  ofiice   of  her  home  town. 

4.  HEINRICH.  still   in   Ribern. 

VITT.  JOTTANNR.S  lUHIRER,  l)om  ISll;  married 
to   Katlicriiic   R..   and    emi,c:ratcd   to   United    States   in  i 

Rsrij  ;  locating;',  first,  in  I'^uUon  County,  then  in  Henry 
County,  wliere  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  hves  with 
the  pioneers. 

1.  JOHN    ("Seiler")    who    was    ten    years    of   age    wdien    he  i 

came    with    parents    from    Switzerland.     In    1801    he    enlisted  ; 

in   Company    1,   of  the  Sixty-seventh    Regiment,   Ohio   Volun-  | 

tecr    Infantry.     He    served    imder    Generals    Shields    (in    W.  '' 

Va.),  and   McClellan;   was  at  the  seige   of   Charleston   and   in  f 

the  battle  at  Richmond.     After  the  surrender  at  Appomatto.x,  i 

he  did  guard   duty  until   December,   18().''),   when   lie   was  mus-  [ 

tered    out    with    rank    as    sergeant,    and    returned    home.     In  j 

18G8   he   married    Rosina  Stucky  and   began   to   cultivate   his  | 

farm  with  great  skill  and  success.  He  also  took  great  and 
official  interest  in  the  public  institutions  of  his  county.  In 
1910  he  retired  from  his  farm  and  died  within  the  same 
year.  To  them  the  following  surviving  children  were  born, 
all   living   in    Ohio: 

(1.)  AUiert,  is  married  and  has  three  children,  Inez,  Al- 
liert   and    Edwin. 

f2.)    Katherine. 
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ME.    AND    MRS.    JACOB    S.    BUHRER 
ArchboUl,    O. 


JOHN   BUEHRER,    JR.,    AND   FAMILY 
Archbold,    O. 


MR.    AND    MRS.    JACOB    B.    BUEHRER 
Evaiisport,    O. 


CARL   BUEHRER   AND   FAMILY 
Topeka,   Kan. 


MR.    AND    MRS,    JOHN    AND      LIZZIE   BUEHRER 
Stryker,    O. 


-4U     ° 


o  s 

< 


1830726 


Gcnealotj^v    of   the   FuDiilics  in    the   Megan         35 

(3.)    Calvin    H.,    married    and    lias    one    child,    Carmen. 
(4.)    Rose. 
(5.)    Carolyne. 

(fi.)   Osce,  a  public  school   teacher. 

(7.)  Matilda,  the  widow  of  Aaron  Rnpp,  has  one  child, 
Thelina. 

2.  JACOB  (Sailer"),  like  his  brother  John,  came  from 
Switzerland  with  his  parents  in  1854.  He  married  Agnes 
Gasche,    of    William    Connty   O.     To    this    union    were    born: 

(-i.)  Carl   B.,   Topcka,   Kan. 

(2.)  Henry,  married   I.  Spies. 

(3.)  Wilfred. 

(4.)  Hannah. 

(T).)  Addie,   married  to   H.    Beaverson. 

(0.)  Flory,   married    to    C.    Frank. 

(7.)  Martha,    Mrs.   J.   Arnos. 

(8.)  Harry. 

(9.)  Armada. 

(10.)   Owen. 

3.  CONRAD,  who  married  C.  Spies,  has  eight  surviving 
chiUlren;  John,  Hannah,  Ben,  Ernie,  Emil,  Susie,  Claudie 
and    Verna.     All    living   in   Ohio. 

4.  ANDREW,  married  to  Miss  M.  Werder,  has  five  sur- 
viving children:     Henry,  Amos,   Godfried,   Katherine,   Lizzie. 

5.  GOTTFRIED. 

G.  KATTE,  Mrs.  M.  Theobold. 

7.  LIZZIE,   Mrs.   J.    Buhrer. 

8.  CAROLINE,  married  to  Geo.  Weber.  They  have  five 
children:  BERTHA,  HULDA,  CLARENCE,  ]■  MANUEL, 
SEV.'V  and  EARL  B.  was  born  and  raised  in  Ohio,  and  in  1897 
was  married  to  Clara  Sigg,  of  Henry  County,  Ohio.  In  1893  he 
entered  the  jewelry  business  in  Evansport,  then  in  Leipsic, 
O.,  and  now  resides  in  Topeka,  Kans.,  as  an  opthalmist. 
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IX.  JACOB  BUPIRER  (SCHUMACHER)  was  born 
in  Bibern,  Canton  Schalfhausen,  Switzerland,  in  1S21. 
Jn  18(5;)  he  einii^-rated  wiih  his  family  (>vile  and  chil- 
dren, Gottfried,  Ursnla,  Marie)  to  America.  After 
ei,i4ht  years  (jf  hard  labor  in  the  woods  of  h\dton  Coun- 
ty, (Jhio,  tliey  moved  on  a  KiO-acre  prairie  farm,  near 
lMiter])rise,  Dickerson  County,  K.ansas,  where  he  fin- 
ished his  life's  career  in   1902.     His  children  are: 

1.  JACOB  F.  was  horn  in  Switzerland,  accompanied  liis  father 
to  Kansas,  where  in  1871  lie  liotiL;ht  IdO  acres  of  land  U<v 
$3.00  per  acre,  which  is  now  worth  $10000  per  acre.  After 
the  deatli  of  his  wife  Heriatta  Weckerly,  lie  was  remarried 
to  Sophia  Staatz,  the  third  white  child  l)r)rn  in  Dickerson 
County,  Kan.,  a  stronj^  settlement  of  Indians.  J.  F.  is  now 
a  prosperous  banker  and  hardware  dealer,  and  the  owner 
of  a  300-acre  farm  in  Dickerson  County.  Only  two  of  his 
children    are    livinc^-,    i.    e.,    Alarie    and    Ruth. 

2.  URSALA  also  came  to  Ohio  with  her  parents,  and  in 
18r>(;  was  married  to  C.  Merilatt.  In  1870  they  moved  to 
Kansas,  and  at  present  reside  on  a  lar.^e  farm  near  Enter- 
prise.    Their   children    are: 

(1)  Pini'-.R. 

(2)  CHRLSTIAN. 

(3)  GRANT,   of   Winfield,   Iowa. 

(4)  JOHN,  of   St.   Mary's,   Kan. 

(5)  GKORGF,  of  Great  Bend,  Kan. 
(0)  FRF.D.   of   Fnterprisc,   Kan. 

(7)  ANN'.'V    (]\Irs.   G.   Wilson),   in   Ottawa,   Kan. 

(8)  Clir>;iSTlXA    (Mrs.   Galloway),  of  Joplin,   Mo. 

(9)  LYDIA   (Mrs.  Taylor),   in   FTedonia,  Kan. 

3.  GOTTFRIED,  also  came  to  Ohio  from  Switzerland, 
and  in  1803  took  up  his  aiiode  in  Chapman,  Kan.,  where 
he  raised  nine  children.  (1)  ALBIlRT,  (2)  WALTER,  (3) 
ARNOLD,  (4)  TH]<:ODORF„  ir>)  ARTHUR,  (r,^  RAYMOND, 
(7)  EMERY,  (8)  ESTHER,  (<J)  YICRNA,  to  whom  the  father 
divided    iiis   2,100   acres   of   land.     He    died    in    1911. 


MARTIN  BUEHRER 
William.s    Comity,    O. 


JACOB    B.    SCHLATTER    AND    FAMILY 
Detiaiice,    O. 


WM.    BUEHRER    AND    FAMILY 
Archbold,    O. 
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4.  AIARIA  is  married  in  Kansas,  to  T.  J.  IMiller.  They 
have  three  children  living,   i  e.,   Emma,  Anna,   Mary. 

X.  JACOB  BUHRER  Ccoopcr  by  trade),  died  1818 
in  Bibern,  Switzerland.     Ifis  children  were: 

1.  Michael ;   2.   Klizahetli  ;   3.   Anna. 

(4.)  JACOR,  Jr.,  came  to  tlie  United  .States,  circa  1R,''>2, 
and  located  on  a  farm  in  Fulton  County,  O.  His  children 
were    John.    Martin,    Jacolj. 

(.'■).)  JOHN,  Jr.,  liis  son,  v/as  born  in  1845,  and  moved  from 
Ohio  to  Lawrence  County,  Michi;::an,  on  a  farm.  His  chil- 
dren are,  Henry.  Helen,  Mildred.  P,arl)ara,  Clara  (Mrs. 
Hood),  IVTaiid,  AToreman,  Ranold,  Louen  Maggie  (Mrs. 
Schmidt),   T.ouisa,   Walter  and    Frank. 

(G.)  MARTIN,  born  in  Switzerlantl  in  18:.':;,  was  a  cooper 
near  l-uzern,  and  served  under  General  Dufour  in  the  war 
of  1848.  He  w:is  married  in  18,"')(),  and  in  ISS:}  tOL,'etIier  with 
his  children  emit^rated  to  Ohio.  They  located  in  Williams 
County,  Ohio,  where  the  father  died  in  1800.  His  children 
are: 

(1.)  J.u-oh,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1872  and  was  killed 
by  a   fallini^-  tree   in    Missouri   in    187(). 

(2.)    Anna,   died    in   infancy. 

(.1.)  Verena  (Mrs.  Seiler)  on  a  farm  in  Fulton  County,  where 
Iier  dau'^liler    llulda,   is  a  school   te.'iclu-r. 

(4.)  Ursala  (Mrs.  Scherrer),  on  a  farm  in  Williams  County. 
Their   children    are    Albert    and    Samuel. 

(5.)  John,  in  189;:,  went  to  California  as  a  gold  miner,  wliere 
he  died  in   1807. 

((■).)  Martin  is  a  prosperous  farmer  in  William  County,  married 
in  1801  to  M.  Miller.  Their  children  are  Alfred,  Hermann, 
Lizzie,  John  and  Clarence. 

(7.)   Mary    (Mrs.    Schl.itter ),   lives   in   Defiance,   Ohio. 

(8.)  William,  born  18C)],  a  graduate  fr(jni  the  high  school  in 
Tayingen,  w.is  clerk  in  general  store  in  Schaffhausen,  and  in 
1882  a  graihiate  of  tiie  military  academy  in  Zurich;  in  the  fol- 
lowing  year   served    as   cori)oral    in    the    Swiss    army. 
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In  1883  he  came  to  Ohio  with  his  father,  brothers  and  sis- 
ters. He  was  clerk  in  a  general  store  in  Archbold,  O.,  until 
1898,  when  he  entered  the  service  of  Uncle  Sam  as  mail  car- 
rier. He  was  married  to  Wilhelmina  Fuchs  in  1887.  This 
union  is  blest  with  four  ciiildren,  two  of  whicli  are  still 
living,  viz.:  Tlieodore,  who  since  19U9  is  rural  mail  carrier, 
and  Emma,  a  graduate  of  the  high  scliool  in  Archl)old,  O.,  is 
running   a   dairy   business   in   Archbuld. 

(9.)  JOHN,  born  18;i(i,  in  Bibern,  Switzerland,  came  to  the 
United  States  in  185u,  settled  on  a  farm  in  Fulton  County; 
was  married  to  Elizabeth  Kraus.  Their  cliiidren  are:  Mary  B., 
Maggie,  iMalinda;  John  G.,  Christian,  Eliza,  Bertha.  Helen, 
Lewis,   Bernhart. 

^  XJ.  JACOB  V.  BUIIRER  (ma.son),  born  1817,  in 
Switzerland,  came  to  Archbold,  Ohio,  in  1851,  and  in 
185.'i  was  married  to  Katherina  Theobold,  to  whom 
were  born  : 

1.  Phillipina  c.  Jacob 

2.  Carlina  7.  Anna 

3.  Catherina  8.  Christina 
•i-   Miciiael  9.  Louisa 

5.    Elizabeth  lo.   Valentine 

All  were  raised  on  a  farm  near  Archbold,  O.,  uiUil  1S78, 
when  the  wliole  family  moved  to  Kansas  on  a  farm.  The 
father  died  in   1903  and  tiie  mother  in   19  14. 

^^^ BUJiRER,  the  teacher  and  secretary 

of  the  "Cicnieinde,"  btjrn  1801,  and  died  ]81);>.  IJis 
children,  who  grew  into  manhood  and  womanhood, 
all  remained  in  Switzerland,  except  four. 

L  CUNRAD,  born  1825,  secretary  of  the  "Gemcinde." 

2.  JACOB,   born    1852. 

3.  JOHANNES,  came  to  Ohio  1883,  teacher  in  schools. 

4.  ANDR1<;AS  B.,  born  184:3,  emigrated  to  America  in  18G0, 
settled  in  Ohio;  enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  army  in  1801;  wounded 
and  honorably  discharged  in  1S()4,  and  in  1871  was  married 
to   Adaline   Gasche.     To   this   union   was  born: 


MR.  AND  MRS.  ANDREW  BUEHRER 
AND  FAMILY 

Waitsburg,   Wash. 
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(1.)   WYLETTIE. 

(2.)   STEWARD,  of  Bellflower,  Cal. 

(3.)   VIRGINIA. 

In  1877  the  family  moved  to  Daird  City,  Nebraska.  His 
wife  having  died  in  1874,  he  was  remarried  to  Katie  Kazisek, 
in   1878.     This  nnion   was  blest  with  the  cliihlren: 

(1.)    EDWARD  B.,  l)orn  1882,  died  l'Jl;i,  in  Waitsburg,  Wash. 

(2.)   MARY    (Mrs.   Land),  burn   1883. 

(3.)   J-RANCES   A.,   died   1903. 

5.  KATiniRlNE,    with    her    sister. 

G.  BARBAI^iA  and  her  son  JACOB  ISLER,  came  to  America 
in  1872.  Jacob  I.  still  resides  on  a  farm  in  Williams  County,  Ohio. 

7.  ANNA  and  ELIZABETH  became  deaconesses  in  15asel, 
Switzerland. 

XIII.  ADA.M  I^UIIRER,  tailor  in  llil^crn.  Switzer- 
land, is  the  father  of  Adam  and  Jo.seph. 

XIY.  Gi<:()kc;h:  J;1;1JRI':R,  l)titchcr  in  llofen,  Can- 
ton Schatlhaiisen. 

XV i;ULlJ>^l':R     (JhJJ'.R,     of      Bihern, 

Switzhind. 

Section   III:   Hofen 

1dtis  is  the  tliird  villag-e  in  the  Canton  of  SclialT- 
hati.sen  front  wdiich  the  Ku'nrrrs  nuLjrated.  Tliis  terri- 
tory, prior  to  KiiS,  l.ieloni^ed  to  the  Ca.slle  of  1  Lerhlin- 
gen  and  to  the  haililT  of  .SlolTel  Ihjfen  wa.s  a  manor 
which,  in  laiJS,  was  soUl  by  Caid'Croz  iu  Stoflel  for  77.") 
guhlen,  Avhen  it  l)ecame  a  ])art  of  the  city  of  SchalY- 
hausen.  In  I'D.S  it  was  a  village  of  "five  houses  with  a 
])t)|Uilation  of  10  men  and  50  women  and  children; 
while  in  ISC')  its  total  ])oidalion  was  1  l:i." 

lM)llowing    is   the    genealogy   of    tlie    Ihihrers    of   this 
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I.  HANS  K.  BUHRER,  a  bailiff  from  Bil)ern,  1747- 
1841;  married  to  Ursula  Stcinemau  in  iV13.  44ieir 
children  were: 

Anna,  Ursala,  Hans,  Andreas,  Johannes,  Casper,  Eberhard. 

II.  JDHANNKS  BUIIRER,  the  tllemaker,  horn 
]7'J4.     His  children  were: 

Hans,   John,   Jacob   and    Barljara. 

1.  JACOU'S    (latiKlitur,    Anna,   is   Mrs.    H.   Klcck. 

III.  JACOB  BUHRIlR,  emij^rated  to  United  States, 
and  lives  in  d'oledo,  O. 

1.  WILTJAM    still    resides    in    ]'>il,ern. 

2-3.  I'RTKDA    and    .SOPHIA    live    in    Bazel,    .Switzerland. 

4.  ANN.\  is  married  to  John  N.  Rnhrer,  and  the}-  live  near 
Archhold,   O. 

r,.  Louisa  v.as  Mrs.  J.  Winzkr,  and  lived  in  Ore'.-M)n,  When 
her    husband    died    she    was    married    to    Jacob    Ivutzli. 

r..   M  \U(",AKFT   is    in    Suif/erfuid. 

7.  L^'D1A   was  married  to  J.    Rrueblman,  in   Switzerland. 

8.  JACOT;,  Jr.,  is  tlie  inventor  of  the  "Ruhrer  1'ile-stove," 
and  is  a  world-renowneil  manufacturer  in  Constanz,  Ger- 
many, in  the  .S5th  year  of  his  life.  His  children  are:  Arnold, 
Helena,  Clara,  Anna.  Arnold  is  his  father's  partner  in 
tlie  manufacturin;.^  of   "Ruhrer-'bilc-Stoves." 

IV.  j()ll.\NNKS  BITIIRF.R,  teacher  and  -overn- 
ment  sin-\'e}'cir.      His  children   were: 

3.  JCIl.V;  2,  ANDIH'AS;  :i,  JACCR  tlie  ta.K-t-atherer,  was 
married  to  Ursala  Schlatter,  and  they  iiad  five  children:  (l) 
Cl'.OkCh:  \v,;s  ;i  skilled  musician  and  died  in  the  liTlh  ye.ir  of  his 
life;  CD  ADAM  married  Anna  M.  lUihrer;  (l!)  Vh:RI':NA  was 
married  to  J;icol)  hlhrat  in  Ih."")?.  'I'hey  emigrated  to  ihr  LJuiled 
Slates  :ind  settled  in  Archl)ol.l,  ().  'ibis  uniwu  was  b^.•^t  v;ith  the 
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following  children:     Jacob,   born   1857;   Gottfried,   l)ori)    ISdl; 
Wilhelm,  born  1865;  Ursala,  born  1850,  and  Maria,  born  1803. 

•1.  ELIZABETH. 

5.  JACOB. 

V.  GEORGE  BUHRER,  of  ITofen,  had  a  son 
Jacob,  who  cniiq-ratefj  to  Mexico,  from  whence  he  re- 
tfined  as  a  very  wealthy  man,  to  Switzerland,  \vhere 
he  spent  the  rest  of  his  days. 

VT.  JACOP,  P.UriRER,  the  blacksmith,  of  Ilofen, 
had  two  children,  Jacob,  Jr.,  and   Elizabeth. 

1.  JACOB,  Jr.,  omi':j;ratcd  to  Ohio  in  1S54,  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Ur,sala  Buhrcr.  Their  children  were:  Martin,  Jacob, 
John,  and   Elizabeth. 

(1)  MARI^IN,  in  1SG2,  enlisted  in  the  (Mth  Oiiio  Rei^inicnt  of 
Volunteers  and  served  three  years  in  the  ci\il  war,  and  enlisted 
aj^ain  in  ISdl.  He  was  mnrried  to  Maria  iMscher  in  ISCti,  and 
lived  on  a  farm  near  Indtnn  County,  Ohio.  They  are  now  re- 
tired in  .Xrchhold,  O.  This  union  was  hlest  witli  the  folliiwiiiL^ 
children  : 

JACOB,  married  to  l.ina  Cipe,  is  in  the  furnitin-e  business  in 
Archbold,   O.     'I'heir  offsprings  are: 

(a)   CLARENCE. 

(h)   GLAHLS. 

(c)  HERMA. 

(d)  EDWIN, 
(c)   CAROLINE 

(f)  HANNA 

(g)  ELIZABETH,    Mrs.    Nofzini^^er. 

Section  4:   Lohn 

This  villac^c  is  situated  in  the  center  of  the  lleoan 
territor_y  in  the  Canton  Schaffhansen,  and  in  l'.';),'i  was 
part  of  the  "(''i-auen  Kloister,"  luidei"  whose  jnrisdiclion 
i'.  remained   inUil  the    ICdh  century. 
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In  1798  this  village  consisted  of  o?  houses  with  a 
population  of  65  men  and  J 815  women  and  children. 
Idle  total  population  in  ]8()8  was  -Io7. 

The  liuhrcr  genealogy  of  this  village  is  the  fol- 
lowing: 

I.  HANS  BUMRER,  born  in  1813,  had  two  chil- 
dren : 

1.  JOllANN    (1).    1820). 

2.  JACOB  was  educated  in  the  "Rasler  IMissionhans"  and 
sent  to  India  as  missionary,  wliere  he  hibored  witli  signal 
blessings  for  thirty-iive  years,  and  died  in  tlie  7od  year  of 
liis  life,  ilis  two  children  are  still  in  tlie  mission  service  in 
India. 

II.  The  other  heads  of  families  in  this  village  were 
Andreas,  Ulerich,  Johannes  and  Jacob,  Jr.,  during  the 
I'Jtli   century. 

Section  5 :   Opfershofcn 

This  village  in  1497  belonged  to  two  brothers  of 
Ryschach,  who  sold  it  inuler  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
bailiw  ick  Nellcnlnirg. 

In  1507  it  was  donated  to  the  "Paradies  Kloister," 
and  in  15"39,  during  the  upheavals  of  the  Reformation, 
it  was  transferred,  together  with  I.uhu  and  Aldorf,  to 
the  city  of  SchalThatisen,  from  which  the  Kloister  re- 
ceived an  annual  tri])ute  until  the  Kloister  was  closed 
in  1781.  The  "Verenencastle"  in  this  territory  is  known 
until  this  day.  In  1811  it  was  transferred  by  tlic  lords 
of  Theiigen  in  the  province  of  I'.aden. 

There  were  oidy  1!)  houses  to  this  village  in  1798, 
and  they  were  occupied  by  31  men  and  72  women  and 
children,  whereas  in  18G9  the  population  was  201.  Of 
this  village  were:  1,  Stephan  Buhrer  and  his  chil- 
dren; Stephen,  Michael,  Sr.,  George  and  Esther. 

I.  MICHAEL  r.UEHRER,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Opfer- 
shofcrn,  March  1,  178!).      In  the  year  181^  he  was  mar- 
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ned  to  Susanna  Leu  of  Barren,  and  to  them  were  born 
two  sons    (Jacob   and    Micliacl)    and    two    daughters 
('P>arl)ara  and   Susanna).     Their  mother  died   suddenly, 
of  t^-phoid  fever,  in  J  834.  Their  older  son  Jacob  also  died' 
of    the    same    di.sease,    being-    only    22    years    old.     The 
older  daughter  married   Jacob    Ruehli'    of    Barzheim. 
They    had    one    son     (Clemens)    and   four    daughters 
(Barbara,  Susanna,  Maria  and  Anna).    These  chiKlren 
never   married.     The    younger    daughter     of     Michael 
Euchrer,  Sr.,  Susanna,  was  married  to  Juhaunes  Hueh- 
rer,  oi   Hofen,  and  out  of  this  uni-^n  grev.-  up  one  s>,mi 
Clheodor;  and  four  daughters  (.Maria.  Su-anna,  Anna 
and  Lydia).     Theodor  is  married  and  lives  in   lloieu; 
the    two   oldest    daughters    (Maria    and    .^us.innal    are 
a. -'J   rr.LTTii'l   a::d    h'\'e    in    .\ltorf;     ilie     two     _\oun_L:e>t 
daugiirers   rc:;:a:n    -ingl^.   and   ii\e   i:;   S:;.;:V;:.i;:sc:' 

The  }ouiiger  son  Michael,  was  botii  in  i.  ipi\i  >lK>tcii 
(August  11th,  ]8-Ji;).  'Idiere  he  attended  i>ul>lic  school. 
recei\ed  religions  instruction,  aiul  was  conlinncd  in 
1SI-I,  lla\Mug  lost  his  mr)ther  at  the  age  of  8  }'ears, 
and  his  I'athci-  lia\  ing  remained  a  widower,  his  educa- 
tional training  naturally  was  limited.  In  I  STiO  Michael 
married  Aima  Ktitzli,  of  liarzheim,  and  to  them  were 
born  two  sons  and  three  daughters: 

Ursula,  Ixirn  January  i:itli,  l.sr)!. 
Anna,  horn  I'\-l)ruary  l.'illi,  185;!. 
SusaiHia,    born    December    'M,    1854. 

JcihaniiLS,    burn   June   -Uli,    U^.'.S. 
Jacob,  born  January  ;:4tli,  18(il^lSG,-). 

II.  MICHAEL  BUEHRER,  Jr.,  and  his  wife  Anna 
spent  the  hrst  ten  years  of  their  union  in  ])ros]KTity, 
enjo}dng  in  this  season  many  choice  blessings,  ddie 
next  twelve  years  present  a  period  of  misfortime  and 
hardshi]).  From  18G0  he  was  the  joint  owner  of  a  tile 
factory  and  a  saw  mill.  Des])ite  the  fact  that  during 
the   following  twelve   years  they  endeavored   to  build 
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up  a  profitable  business  and  trade,  tbey  failed  from 
year  to  year,  and  pj-radually  lost  nearly  tlieir  entire 
estate.  During'  these  years  sickness  also  visited  their 
home  frequently.  The  owners  of  these  two  factories 
were:  Johannes  Fuchs  of  Ilofen,  Jacob  Schlatter  of 
Buettenhat,  George  Ehrat  of  Lohn,  and  Michael  Buch- 
rer  of  Opfershofen. 

In  ;1872  this  fatnily  bade  farewell  to  their  dear  old 
home  in  Switzerland,  and  sailed  for  America.  The 
whole  family,  namely:  grandfather  Michael  l>uhrer, 
Sr.,  (who  on  the  day  of  their  departure  was  8)5  years 
old),  father  Michael  Buehrer,  Jr.,  his  wife  and  four 
children  left  for  America  on  the  first  day  of  .\Tarch. 
Their  route  was  by  way  of  Basel,  Paris,  Havre,  Liver- 
pool, to  New  York,  and  from  there  to  the  newly  set- 
tled spijt  of  Archbold,  Ohio.  They  arrived  at  Arch- 
bold  on  the  J30th  of  the  same  month,  having  been  on 
their  way  3!)  days.  Conrad  KiUzli,  uncle  f)f  Mrs. 
Michael  Buehrer,  received  the  Michael  lUichrer  family 
iuto  his  home  for  two  weeks,  and  treated  them  with 
all  cordi.ility.  (^n  the  fust  day  of  July,  ISl'?,  they 
moved  on  a  farm  of  forty  acres  in  r\idge\ille  "Pown- 
shiji,  Henry  County,  which  they  purchased  for  $1.07,"). 
riaving  lost  all  their  mone)'  in  the  old  comitry,  they 
stood  in  debt  for  the  whole  amount.  Of  these  forty 
acres  only  nine  were  cleared,  the  rest  was  covered  \vith 
heavy  timber.  j 

The  following  ten  years  were  years  of  hardshiji,  and  I 

cost  the  sweat  of  the  earnest  brow  to  clear  the   land  j 

of  its  tindjer  and  to  provide  for  the  dail}-  bread  of  the 
family.  The  two  (laughters,  Anna  and  Susanna, 
starter!  a  millinery  store  in  the  small  village  of  Evans- 
port.  They  worlced  hard,  but  not  without  success. 
VoY  the  past  10  years  they  lived  together  in  retirement 
enjoying  ihe  fruits  of  their  labors.  Within  the  ])ast 
year  Susanna  departed  to  her  eternal  reward. 
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Grandfather  Michael  Buehrer,  Sr.,  died  January 
12th,  1875,  having  reached  the  venerable  age  of  85 
years,  10  months  and  12  days.  Michael  Buehrer,  Jr., 
and  wife,  with  their  daughter  Ursula,  and  their  son 
Johannes,  remained  on  the  farm.  Acre  by  acre  they 
cleared  the  farm  of  its  heavy  timljcr,  tilled  the  soil 
and  improved  the  buildings. 

Johannes,  their  son,  was  married  to  Anna  Buehrer, 
daughter  of  Jacob  Buehrer,  "Beck  of  Bibera,"  on  the 
15th  day  of  January,  1885.  To  them  were  l)orn  three 
sons  and  three  daughters : 

Walter,  honi   Noveml^cr  7tli,   1885. 
Emil,  bom   March   lltli,   1889. 
Samuel,   born    September   21st,    1890. 

Louisa,   born  July  3d,   1887. 
Lydia,   born   October   9tli,    1891. 
Sophia,  born  June  2Gtli,   1894. 

Father  Michael  Buehrer  died  May  21st,  1903,  at 
the  age  ol  "iii  years.  10  months  and  20  days;  mother 
Anna  lUiehrer  died  July  12th,  J!K)(i,  at  the  age  of  81 
years,  8  months  and  2G  days;  sister  Ursula  died  Jan- 
uary ]lth,  at  the  age  of  58  years;  Susanna  died  No- 
vember 12,  11)15,  age  CO  years,   U   months. 

In  the  year  18!»;  Johannes  Buehrer  bought  the  old 
farm  of  his  father  Michael  Buehrer,  which  farm  he 
later  enlarged  to  101  acres.  All  the  six  children  grew  up 
on  this  farm. 

On  February  27th,  1908,  his  oldest  son  Walter,  far- 
mer, was  married  to  Ftty  Roddy,  daughter  of  I'Vank 
Roddy.  Three  years  later,  April  19,  1911,  his  oldest 
daughter  Fouisa,  was  married  to  Adam  Schlatterer, 
farmer.     To  them  were  born  tow  children  : 

Ruth,  born  October   19th,   1912. 
Edward,  born  October  18th,  1914. 
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EMIL,  the  second  son,  studied  at  the  Mission  House 
College  and  Theological  Seminary.  He  successfully 
passed  the  examination  in  the  Toledo  Classis  of  the 
Reformed  Church  antl  was  licensed  by  said  Classis. 
On  July  JiOth,  he  began  his  ministry  at  Oshkosh,  Wis. 
Lydia  attended  high  school  and  a  summer  term  at 
both  Tif^n  and  Tri-State  College.  She  spent  some 
years  as  school-mistress.  Samuel,  the  youngest  son, 
and  Sophia,  the  youngest  daughter,  are  still  on  the 
farm  with  their  parents. 

nr.  GEORGE  BUHRER  had  three  children;  (1) 
Johannes;   (2)   Esther;   (3)   Catherina. 

IV.  JOHANNES  ( 1800-1 8f;8)  had  eleven  children, 
three  of  whom  (1)  George,  (2)  John,  (3)  Conrad,  came 
to  America  and  settled  with  the  early  pioneers  in  Wil- 
liams County. 

(1.)  Gl<:ORGE  0831-1014)  received  a  common 
school  education,  then  learned  the  tailor  trade.  In  com- 
pany with  twenty-three  other  Buhrers  emigrated  to 
America  in  ]8,'54.  They  embarked  for  their  long  voyage 
at  Havre,  France,  and  were  on  the  ocean  over  thirt)-  davs, 
and  four  days  later  George  arrived  in  Archbold,  (  ). 
Here  he  did  for  five  years  whatever  his  hands  could  find 
to  do  for  an  honest  living.  In  IHOI  he  was  married  to 
Deborah  Coy.  In  the  same  year  they  moved  in  the  pio- 
neer settlement  referred  to  above.  Three  sons  were 
lx)rn  to  them  : 

(1.)  JOHN  A.,  who  resides  in  Stryker,  O. 

(2.)   WILLIAM  H.,  of   Salem,  Calif. 

(3.)   OLIVER,  deceased,  190G,  leaving  widow  and  two  children. 

George's  wife  died  in  1801),  and  he  married  again.  His 
second  wife  is  Antionett  Batterson.  By  this  marriage 
four  sons  and  two  daughters  were  born  to  them  : 

LEWIS  C,  of  Butler,  Ind.;  ALBERT  A.,  of  AsheviUe,  N.  C; 
CHARLES  S.,  SARAH  (Mrs.  Durhin),  ANNA  (Mrs.  Arns- 
berger,  of  Stryker,  O.,  and  CYRUS,  of  San  Diego,  Calif. 
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V.  A.  BUHRER,  the  shoemaker  of  Opfenshofen. 

VI.  KASPER  BUHRER,  who  died  in  the  war  at 
Neapel,  Italy. 

VII.  JOHANNES,  who  had  four  children:  (1)  An- 
dreas, (2)  Jacob,  (3)  Kasper,  (4)  John;  who  are  all 
engaged  in  the  tile  factory  in  Constanz,  Germany. 


CilAF'I^ER  XI 

Strangers  Abroad 

The  official  daily  paper  of  SchalTliausen,  under  dale 
&t  August  13,  18(0,  says:  "During-  the  past  50  years 
83  families  emigrated  from  the  Canton  Schaffhausen. 
some  to  India,  others  to  Africa,  hut  the  large  ma- 
jcrity  to  North  America." 

"Here  have  we  no  coiuinued  city,  but  \vc  seek  one  to 
come."     Heb.    14:14. 

Switzerland,  ancient  llelvetia,  was  conquered  by  the 
Romans  in  \o  B.  C,  and  successively  subjected  tu  the 
iiurgundians,  Germans  and  Franks.  The  Canlun 
Schwitz  was  peo]ded  by  the  Cimbrians,  of  Scantlina- 
via,  who  were  defeated  by  Marius,  the  Roman  gen- 
eral, in  100  B.  C.  in  i;!0!S  the  three  cantons.  Uri, 
Schwitz  and  Schwietz  (from  which  the  Republic  later 
received  its  name)  formed  a  confederacy.  In  ]'.W)'o  it 
numbered  8  cant(3ns.  The  confederacy  df  1:5  cantons 
was  increased  by  tlie  adherence  of  several  >^ul)jecl  ter- 
ritories until  KDH,  when  it  l)ecame  the  Helvetian  Re- 
public. Jn  1809  Naj^oleon  organized  a  new  c<jnfed- 
eracy  of  19  cantons,  which  was  modified  in  1815  and 
increased  to  22  cantons.  Tiie  iiosition  of  Switzerland 
is  unique.  It  is  the  oldest  republic  in  the  world,  and  main- 
tained itself  not  by  the  acquisition  of  territory,  population, 
or  military  power,  but  by  its  inherent  jiowers  and  the 
jealousy  of  surnninding  nations.  Its  area  is  in.!)";!; 
square  miles,  and  its  population  was  never  over 
3,000,000.  smaller  than  the  State  of  Xew  York.  But 
with  all  that,  home  sickness,  "Heimweh"  of  the 
Swiss  is  proverbial.  X^'ery  few  of  them,  who  by  force 
of  circumstances  or  interest  for  their  descendants, 
driven  to  seek  abode  in  foreign  countries  did  not  suffer 
terribly     of     that     disease  "Tleimweh,"    oft  for  decades. 
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In  the  recent  issue  of  a  California  pai)er  we  read: 
"Rev.  Heinie,  of  Luzern,  Switzerland,  age  35,  died 
here  today  in  consequence  of  'Heimwch'  ior  his  fath- 
erland." in  spite  of  the  fact  that  this  man  by  voca- 
tion, as  a  servant  of  the  Kingdom  of  God,  was  a  world 
citizen,  he  remained  a  stranger  in  the  foreign  land. 

This  truth  is  forcefully  expressed  in  their  pt)pular 
songs,  "Zu  Strassburg  auf  der  Schanz  da  ging  mein 
Trauren  an,"  and  "Der  Hirtenbub  ist  doch  Schuld 
daran,"  and  "Das  Alphorn  hat  mir  solches  angethan 
Das  Klag  ich  an."  This  song,  with  its  sad  pensive 
melody,  truly  expresses  the  homesickness  of  the  Swiss 
heart  abroad.  The  writer  well  remembers  winter 
evenings  of  his  childhood  days,  when  in  the  log  cabin 
in  Henry  County,  O.,  his  father,  together  with  a  few 
neighboring  Swiss  friends,  would  sing  their  songs  of 
the  Fatherland  for  hours,  to  relieve  their  yearning 
hearts,  and  the  melodies  would  eclio  for  miles  out  into 
the  forests.  As  a  child  he  could  not  understand  why 
these  songs  so  often  would  make  the  tears  trickle 
down  the  cheeks  of  the  manly  singers,  and  why  their 
V(»ices  choked  and  we  all  wept  together.  The  writer 
als(^  remembers  how  in  his  college  days  a  young  emi- 
grated Swiss  could  entertain  the  student  body  in  their 
literary  societv  all  evening  with  his  charming  \oiee 
and  gift  to  yodel,  while  tears  sparkled  in  his  eyes,  lie 
sang  from  the  soul  in  the  distress  of  Heimweh.  He 
who  has  never  in  his  boyhood  days,  hundreds  of  miles 
away  from  home,  heard  "Home  .Sweet  Home,"  cannot 
realize  what  is  meant  by  "Heimweh."  Ulood  is 
thicker  than  water.  And  that  Swiss,  in  whose  \eins 
for  centuries  Howed  the  blood  and  life  for  freedom, 
light  and  peace,  is  a  stranger  wherever  he  goes  in  this 
world.  The  cosmopolitan  knows  nothing  of  this  as 
does  the  simple  son  of  nature,  reared  in  the  solitudes. 
<;)f  mountains,— heights,  and   rich  valleys  of  the  Al])s. 
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The  Swiss  has  developed  a  manifold  activity  in 
America,  l^lis  strong,  well  trained  physique,  spirit  of 
economy,  'simple  life,  temperate  habits  and  his 
linguistic  ability,  make  him  a  ready,  useful  citizen  in 
the  new  world.  He  is  known  here  as  a  skilled  watch- 
maker, mason,  sculptor,  woodcarver,  architect,  educa- 
tor, preacher,  etc.  Some  of  the  Swiss  received  more 
than  national  reputations,  viz. :  l)rs.  Agassiz,  Pestalozzi. 
Schaaf,  Kurz,  Good,  etc.  From  18G1  to  1871,  there 
arrived  in  Castle  Garden  no  less  than  22,519  Swiss. 
They  are  usually  found  in  colonies  t  hroughout  the 
States.  This  is  esi)ecially  true  of  the  Buhrers,  of 
whom  there  are  over  (iOOO  in  Northwestern  Ohio,  thus 
Demonstrating  their  motto:  "We  would  be  a  united 
brotherliood  whom  neither  danger  nor  death  can  st^pa- 
rate."  They  ha\e  always  been  a  blessing  to  the 
Linited  States,  therefore  ITncle  Sam  never  raised  a 
finger  against  their  coming,  no  matter  how  large  the 
number. 
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